Design Program Brief

Neighbourhood Place

It is early morning, summer of 2022 in the village of Konerirajapuram, near Kumbakonam. Itis a
quaint village with around 75 to 100 families, surrounded by plentiful of paddy fields. The corner
house right at the entrance of the village adjacent to the lake is abuzz with activity. The morning
Kolam has been prepared, the floor is getting washed and clean, there is smell of fresh flowers in
the air and a special meal is getting prepared. Veena music and karnatic vocals fill the entire place
with a melody, just like every other day. However, today is special because it is the first day of the 5
day music festival ized by the “neigl hood place” of this village.

In the last two years, things have changed drastically for the village, for the better of course! Post
the pandemic outbreak in 2020, many families who had migrated, began returning, major
conservation work of the Agraharams began in Konerirajapuram and many small villages in this
belt. Everybody realized the potential of using virtual means of learning to their advantage, and till
today keep using this as it is convenient to them. As of now, almost 70% of the houses have been
occupied. The village is now filled with kids, teenagers and adults. Needless to say, all the tathas and
paatis are super happy!

The idea of the Neighbourhood place, the project that we are discussing today was thought of
almost 18 months ago. Krishna, grandson of the first corner house had also returned from the USA.
Earlier he used to visit the village twice a year, now he stays in the village and works from here.
What we want to talk of today is his idea of developing a place for the neighbourhood. According to
him, it is a place for the entire village to come and spend time. This is how he describes it -

“Itis a place for learning,

Itis a place for craftsmen and innovation,

It is a place for discussing ideas and debating,

It is also a place for just gathering over filter coffee and jam some music! *

When he narrated this idea to his grandparents, both tatta and patti, were absolutely silent at first.
Krishna thought, may be what he is thinking was not such a great idea. But the reality was different,
both his grandparents were silent because they were transformed in their own version of the
neighbourhood place and lost in their own thoughts..., thoughts that were very strange, and almost
dream like.

This is how they describe all that they had imagined in those 5 minutes -

Their neighbourhood that did not have much people was suddenly bustling with activity; many
families were now staying in the village. One of the houses however seemed unusually active. Near
the Thinnai many activities were going on, sometimes someone was reading newspapers, at other
instant a group was discussing politics, then again little Lalitha was standing animating storiestoa
group of 5-6 children.

As they entered inside, they began seeing kids and adults singing and playing musical instruments.

Suddenly they saw Mohan, their friend and a master craftsman from Tanjore. He was sitting cross-

legged in one of the courtyards, making Veena, fussing over his trainee workman to properly shape
the jackfruit wood.

In another room, they saw their neighbour’s son Balasekar, a scientist and researcher taking
workshops for the children, who were all engrossed in making models. This room was surrounded
by immense resources - there were computers, a 3D printer, there were books, atlases and
encyclopedias.

From outside this house almost blended with the surrounding, but from inside the place seemed
new and full of excitement.

Krishna softly shook his grandparents, curiously wondering about the combination of silence and
innocent smile on their faces. He asks them, “Paati, Tatha what do you think of this idea?” And they
didn’t think a second further and happily replied, “Peran, let us make this place for the village.”

So today, here we are in the neighbourhood place. It has been a year since its inception already and
everyone in the village is very happy using the facilities.
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