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Humanities 01 
Narratives in Architecture 
 
Introducing the students to the art of Storytelling. They will be able to 
understand how stories can emote everyday life events by emphasizing 
on descriptions, emotions, and details. They work on a balance of the 
emotional investment and critical judgment.  
 
These stories can evolve into building narratives during the design 
process for a stronger rooted design. The exercises will encourage the 
students to identify and build their unique perspective while working 
with narratives.  
 
Exercise:  
Think of a memory that you remember vividly; a memory that comes to 
you easily. Why do you think you remember this so well? Try connecting 
one or more emotions to this memory- joy, sadness, fear, anger, disgust. 
Now try to express your memory and emotion. The goal is to get it out of 
your head. You can try any one of the following mediums: Verbal- Tell 
your memory to someone. Can you make them feel the emotion? 
Written- Write your memory on a sheet of paper. Do the emotions come 
out in your words? Visual- Express your memory using lines and shapes. 
Do the emotions come out in your drawing? When you tell a story, you 
create an astounding world of make believes, with a fragment of you 
connected to that story.  
 
Each story has a start. “Once upon a time…” Each story is set in a 
context(s) and the character(s).  
 
What constitutes an identity? Every day we are confronted with a myriad 
of choices that directly and indirectly define who we are.  
What defines a person- is it just the physical appearance?  
What kind of roles do we play in the society?  
What is your role in the society? 
 
  



Exercise:  
 
Write a 50 word memoir and design its visual 
representation on an A6 sheet of paper (postcard 
size). Exercise: Next write a 50 word short story on 
the following topics: your house, neighborhood, 
college, and city. Now, draw a triptych describing 
the people, emotions, reactions and spatial 
qualities inherent in your description about your 
city. Try to draw the different walks of life in the 
city. As evident in the stories of the city and the 
visual representations, no two people think alike. 
No two people will tell a story in the same way. 
Each storyteller brings in their own perspectives 
while creating and narrating the story.  
 
Exercise:  
 
Just like the collective narrative of the people living 
in the city of Ahmedabad in the book ‘People 
Called Ahmedabad’, you can deploy the stories 
that you have gathered of your batch mates to 
create a compilation called ‘People of ………” (Let 
the students name the project.) Old City walk In an 
endeavor to compile the stories that encompass 
life and architecture in the city, the collective 
narratives gathered by the students can bring forth 
the lives of the people living in the Old city area. 
Exercise: Take the students for a city walk- Old city 
area In the next class, the student will discuss 
about their observations, findings, and revelations. 
They will be asked to make a triptych describing 
the people, emotions, reactions and spatial 
qualities of the Old city area. 
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It is essential for student to understand importance of theory in 
architectural studies, therefore History 01 attempts to focus on how 
to look at history and theory in architecture.  The first reading and 
discussion are based on the question “what is history and why is 
history important” A debate  is generated amongst the students after 
reading the paper addressing the same question. Here students 
begins to  engaged in two major habits-  reading and explaining their 
critical view points to others.  
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Students are divided in group of 3-4. each group shall bring few 
functional objects to the class. 
 
Exercise 01: 
The first exercise is about choosing one of the object from collection 
and make 1:1 or 2:1 scale drawings of it. 
a. Plan 
b. Elevation 
c. Exploded views  
Exercise 02: 
The studied drawing will be analyzed to understand functioning of 
each component that is making the entire object. Also understand 
the object, function and anthropometry. 
Exercise 03:  
Students shall start tracing the history of the object. The origin of 
object, evolution in its design, uses. Addition, removal of extra 
function etc.  
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one of the object studied was Kalash, the students visited the Vechaar 
Museum in Vishala and had a conversation with the curator to study in 
further detail. In the museum they explored various shapes and sizes 
of Kalash. 



Exercise 04  
• Students are introduced to the idea of making timelines.   
• Students identify milestone events of their life and make a timeline.  
• Student compare their timeline  with their batchmates, group members and understand overlapping events, how 

it occurs, why it occurs.  
 
Exercise 05 
The next exercise is to study  origin and development of the chosen object over the time. The tools to use for 
investigation are charting a detailed timeline of the object, and visit museums, their own homes and antique shops 
within the city to find out variations of the objects. For the making of timeline of the object students shall 
understand the major changes that occur  in the object or in the society.  
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